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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2014-412
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: June 10, 2014
Committee(s) of Reference: R, F
Date of Analysis: June 12, 2014
Type of Action: Appropriation; request for emergency action
Bill Summary: The bill appropriates $338,500 from the Banking Fund to a capital expenditure fund to provide for the purchase of two water taxis vessels. Emergency action is requested to facilitate the rapid purchase of the vessels to be placed into operation to replace the previous private water taxi operation that ceased operation on June 6th.
Background Information: For several years the City contracted with a water taxi operator selected by RFP to operate the water taxi service in the downtown area. The contract expired in January 2014, the City issued an RFP for service providers and only one response was received, from the current provider who continued to perform the service while negotiations on new contract terms took place. The City and the operator could not agree on a new contract and the operator discontinued service on June 6, 2014. The City administration proposes to purchase two vessels with 102 passenger and 50 passenger capacity. How the vessels will be operated has not been determined, although the administration has been exploring options for contracting with private operators to use the City’s vessels.
Policy Impact Area: Water taxi service
Fiscal Impact: The bill appropriates $338,500 from the Banking Fund to a capital expenditure fund.
Analyst: Clements
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